Baptism and Confirmation

The Welcome

The Rector 

Bishop
There is one Body and one Spirit;

All
there is one hope in God’s call to us.

Bishop
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism,

All
one God and Father of all

Bishop
Baptism is the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ. When he had risen from the dead, he commanded his followers to go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

We have come together today to obey that command.

Baptism with water signifies the cleansing from sin that Jesus’ death makes possible, and the new life that God gives us through the Holy Spirit.

In baptism, the promises of God are visibly signed and sealed for us. We are joined to Christ, and made members of his body, the Church universal.

In confirmation those who have been previously baptised come to confirm their baptismal promises and join with the other candidates to receive the laying on of the bishop’s hands with prayer. We pray that those who are baptised and confirmed will be empowered by the Holy Spirit for the ministry and service to which God shall call them.

So we welcome you N with your sponsors, families and friends. We give thanks for you, and pray that you may know God’s love and faithfulness for ever.

The Ministry of the Word 

Scripture etc 

The Presentation 
The candidates for Holy Baptism and Confirmation and their sponsors (parents and godparents for the children) move to the chancel steps.

Bishop
We welcome those who come to be baptized. I invite their godparents or sponsors to present them now.

The parents, godparents or sponsors answer —

We present N to be baptized.

Bishop
We welcome those who have come to be confirmed. I invite their sponsors to present them now.

The sponsors answer —

We present N to be confirmed.
The Decision
The bishop  then says, to which each candidate (or the parents and godparents of the children) respond in turn –


Before God and this congregation, you must affirm that you turn to Christ and reject all that is evil:


Do you turn to Christ?

Answer
I turn to Christ.

Do you repent of your sins?

Answer
I repent of my sins.


Do you reject selfish living and all that is false and unjust?

Answer
I reject them all.


Do you renounce Satan and all evil?


I renounce all that is evil.


Almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, and lead you in the light of Christ to his everlasting kingdom.

Answer
Amen.

The bishop  says to the candidates (and the children’s parents and godparents) –


Will you each, by God’s grace, strive to live as a disciple of Christ, loving God with your whole heart, and your neighbour as yourself, until your life's end?

Answer
 I will, with God's help.

The bishop says to the congregation –


You have heard these our brothers and sisters respond to Christ. Will you support them in this calling?

The congregation answers –

All
We will.

The Preparation for Baptism 
The font is filled with water.

Bishop
The Lord be with you

All
And also with you.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God


It is right to give our thanks and praise.


We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy Spirit moved upon the waters to bring forth light and life. With water you cleanse and replenish the earth; you nourish and sustain all living things.


Thanks be to God.


We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your people out of slavery into freedom, and brought them through the river of Jordan to new life in the land of promise.


Thanks be to God.


We give you thanks for your son Jesus Christ: for his baptism by John, for his anointing with the Holy Spirit.


Thanks be to God.

We give you thanks that through the deep waters of death Jesus delivered us from our sins and was raised to new life in triumph.


Thanks be to God.


We give you thanks for the grace of the Holy Spirit who forms us in the likeness of Christ and leads us to proclaim your kingdom.


Thanks be to God.

And now we give you thanks that you have called your servants to new birth in your Church through the waters of Baptism. Pour out your Holy Spirit in blessing and sanctify this water so that those who are to be baptized in it may be made one with Christ in his death and resurrection. May they die to sin, rise to newness of life, and continue for ever in Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we give you praise and honour in the unity of the Spirit, now and for ever.


Amen.
The Profession of Faith
The bishop addresses all the candidates and the godparents —


I now ask you to affirm as yours the faith of the Church.


Do you believe in God the Father?

Answer
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.


Do you believe in God the Son?

Answer
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried: he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; from there he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

Answer
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

The bishop says to the congregation –

This is the faith of the Church.

The congregation responds –

This is our faith: We believe in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The baptismal candidates are brought to the water.

Bishop
N, I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All
Amen.

After the Baptism
The bishop says –

Bishop
N, I sign you with the sign of the cross to show that you are marked as Christ’s own for ever. Live as a disciple of Christ: fight the good fight, finish the race, keep the faith.

All
Confess Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, look for his coming in glory.


God has brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light.


Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God.


God has called you into his Church.


We therefore receive and welcome you as a member with us of the body of Christ, as a child of the one heavenly Father, and as an inheritor of the kingdom of God.

The Laying on of Hands
Bishop
Our help is in the name of the Lord

All
Who has made heaven and earth.
Bishop
Blessed be the name of the Lord


Now, and for ever.  Amen.
Bishop
Almighty and ever living God, you have given your servants new birth by water and the Spirit, and have forgiven them their sins. Strengthen them, we pray, with the Holy Spirit that they may grow in grace.


Increase in them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of discernment and inner strength, the spirit of knowledge and true godliness, and fill them with wonder and awe at your presence, through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Amen.

Those who are to be confirmed kneel before the bishop,, who lays hands upon each of them saying –

Defend, O Lord, your servant N with your heavenly grace, that he/she may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more until he/she comes to your everlasting kingdom.

Each of them answers with the congregation –

All
Amen.

The bishop prays for those upon whom hands have been laid –

Almighty and ever living God, watch over these your servants upon whom we have now laid our hands. Let your Holy Spirit always be with them and lead them to know and obey your word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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